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Crrandwma’s Nhi,sper: Verb Potential form

1 Verb potential form

The potential form is used to express the both one’s ability and situational possibilities to do something.
For example, “kono hana wa taberareru” (This flower is edible); “Watashi wa sashimi ga taberareru” (I

can eat sashimi.)

2 Task A

Discuss what rules exist in the following examples.
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3 Task B

Choose some verbs from the list of verbs and make potential form of each verb.

1. 9% > TE53% 2. 3. 4.
5. 6. 7. 8.
9. 10. 11. 12.

4 Discussion

1. Discuss what are the characteristic sounds of potential form.
2. Confirm two meanings that can be expressed in potential form and make sentences respectively.
3. Make a sentence asking for a completed state like “Is dinner ready?” and have a conversation.
e.g. “Gohan, dekita?”— “Un, dekita.”
4. Making the polite form of the potential form is easy, just replace “ru” with “masu”.
(a) Dekiru — Dekimasu.
(b) Nomemasu ka?— Hai, nomemasu (Can you drink it? / Yes, you can).

4

5. Let’s have a conversation using the potential form in “~masu” style.

(a) Gohan, dekimashita ka?— Hai, dekimashita. (Is dinner ready?/Yes, it is ready.)

(b) Gohan, itsu, dekimasu ka?— Ato, 30 pun de dekimasu yo. (When will dinner be ready?— It
will be ready in 30 minutes.)

(¢) Osake, nomemasu ka?— Hai, nomemasu. (Can you drink sake?— Yes, I can.)
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